
Chapter 3.  From The Ashes 

 

 

May 1946 

ñéthe boys are coming 

back to what we hope will 

be a brighter and happier 

worldò. So read the first 

post-war Journal (aside) 

and then the second 

paragraphé.. 

ñA Club Run! 

Our first for many a long 

year will be held on 

Sunday June 2nd. Meet 

White Lion, Withington at 

10.30am and proceed to 

Mrs Cooperôs, Brook 

Cottage, Mottram St 

Andrews. Very short and 

very gentle, drag out that 

old iron of yours and letôs 

be seeing youò. 

 

The next Journal in June 

1946 included the report of 

the first post-war club run; 

ñThe First Run 

Not really the first by a 

long way, for the club is 

now 15 years old but the 

first of a new series; may it 

be long and unbrokenò. 

éé.. a final total of six 

lunched together on this 

first official club run since 

1940. The names of those 

who assembled outside the White Lion at 10am on 2nd June were recorded;  

CD Haines, W Hall, AJ Pennill, PAA Jones, R McQueen, G Watson, A Bates, Herbert Burton 

and K Perrins.  The last three turned up to say hello and good morning and W Will iamson 

joined the group at Mottram St Andrews for lunch. 

ñIt was a momentous occasion in the life of the club for it proved for the doubters and 

confirmed for the faithful that the spirit of the Withington has lived throughout the trying 

years and the old club is still ALIVE !ò 

 

The first post-war general meeting convened on 22nd August with 14 members attending at 

the Wellington Hotel, opposite the Didsbury clock on the corner of Barlow Moor Road and 

Wilmslow Road.  A hot pot supper was laid on and it was decided that the serving officers in 

the club should continue until November when the AGM would be called.  

 

Later in the year, on 22nd September, there were various members who were once again 

feeling the urge to race and in the first post-war Club 25 run by the M&DTTA, entrance fee 

6d (sixpence).  The photo below was taken at Gawsworth after the race. ñThere were nine 

entries in our first post war venture, five starting and all finishedò. The day was not ideal for 

speed, as a matter of fact some competitors had harsher words to say on the subject but they 

were too dead to even murmer them. The special medal goes to Phil Jones and we can only 



say he deserves it but Lance Tulip 

was a very good second and should 

do much better next season. The full 

result as followsò 

1. PAA Jones  1.14.14 

2. L Tulip  1.15.09 

3. AJ Pennill  1.16.07 

4. HE Lloyd  1.17.05 

5. FS Heeley  1.17.35 

 

The Open Hill Climb resumed in 

October 1946 and this covered in 

Chapter 8 ñThe Grimpeurs and the 

Open Hill Climbò 

 

At the end of 1946 a small club Handbook 

was produced showing the serving 

officers of the club (shown aside). 

 

RJ Austin stood down as Editor of the 

club Journal and the vacant seat was taken 

by Ron McQueen who produced the 

Journal for the next three years.  It is also 

worthwhile noting that Arnold Pennill was 

elected as Secretary of the Manchester 

District Committee of the RTTC, 

replacing our other member ñTommy 

Barlow who now thinks he has put in 

years enough at this type of jobò. 

 

 

 

1947 

On 31st January 1947 a re-union supper 

took place at the Southern Hotel in 

Chorlton, cost 5 shillings. 

Our President Harry Wilson could not 

attend owing to a bereavement and in his 

absence Ron McQueen presided over a 

happy gathering of 50 or so members and 

friends which included members of the 

Cheshire RC, Altrincham Ravens and 

Manchester Wheelers. 

The visitors were toasted and Stan Wild, President of the Cheshire RC and M&DTTA replied.  

Jim Forbes congratulated the Ravens on being the first winners of the Tom Frith Shield 

presented by the late Mr Frith Senior.  Cliff Farebrother replied on behalf of the prizewinners  

and received a great ovation on being presented with the trophy by Nan Forbes. 

To quote the Journal report by Jim Forbes; 

ñClub Champion of 1940, Stan Heeley, received the Harry Wilson Cup, Lance Tulip the 

special medal for his ride in the Club 25 and Arnold Pennill his 12 Hour Standard. 

With beer flowing freely we were regaled with monlogues by Jim Hartley and JB Smith.  

Miss Joyce Annable delighted everyone with her clever dancing act, Jim Forbes served a song 

and Mr Harold James had us in tucks of laughter, his versatility becoming especially apparent 

when leading the community singing.  The evening was voted by all as a grand family re-

union which we hope will become a regular feature of the clubôs programme.ò 

 



 

March 1947.  The Open 25 

The last Sunday in March, after a lapse of five years saw the welcome revival of our Open 25.  

The event was run as a second-class (middle markers) event and with a limit of 1.08.00 it still 

received a total of 130 entries.  As usual the Journal told the full storyéé. 

 
 

 

By April 1947 the club was beginning to return to normal and the 1947 Easter Tour was a 

great success.  Stan Heeley, Lance Tulip, Eric Moore, Arnold Pennill headed off to Balaé.. 

 
 

On the racing front there were five club events on the Withington Wheelers calendar in 1947; 

one Club 25 and two Club 50s, these were run in conjunction with the Combined Clubs 

M&DTTA events.  The Club 100 was run along with the Cheshire RC and the Club 12 Hour 

was included with the association open.  

See below for the Journal reports on the Club 25, 50 and 100. The early season Club 25 had 

thirteen entries on 20th April 1947, fastest was JB Smith in a time of 1.12.16 and he also won 



first handicap. Arnold Pennill recorded fastest in the 50 with a time of 2.28.41 and Harry 

Lloyd was best of four Withys with a time of 5.19.10 in the 100. 

 
Five members entered The Club 12 Hour which was run within the M&DTTA event.  The 

Journal reports ñThree suffered unto the end. The two others fell by the wayside, Stan Heeley 

and Harry Lloyd.  Arnold Pennill was our hero for he plodded on for 207mile and 4 furlongs, 

seventh in the race.  Lance Tulip managed 194 and 5 furlongs ï he should do better ï whilst 

Eric Moore contented himself with 183 and 3 furlongs, not too bad an effort for a very first 

attempt at riding against the watch. He also would have done better but for making sure he 

was getting his monies worth at the feeding station.  The club mustered in strength at 

Middlewich where we did the checking and seventeen sat down to lunchò. 

 

The second Club 50 saw Lance Tulip improve to 2.27.48 and was fastest on the day. Arnold 

Pennill struck an unlucky patch after a trouble free season, he arrived late at the start and then 

added a couple of punctures, one in each wheel and finished in 2.40.19.  Harry Lloyd 

recorded 2.31.10, W Cavanagh 2.39.19 *first handicap) and HN May 2.52.25.   

 

In September the club decided to hold another Club 25, ña little private event on our ownò  

Headquarters was Mrs Bates, Goostrey.   Lance was really beginning to get into his stride and 

was fastest on the day with a time of 1.11.02. Arnold Pennill 11 seconds behind in 1.11.13. 

W Cavanagh 1.14.30, HN May 1.14.49, Eric Moore 1.15.34, Ken Perrins 1.18.22 and  

Haydn Stevens 1.20.15 (photo below) 

 
 

 

Harry Lloyd entered the Manchester Wheelers 12 Hour and recorded 209 miles to snatch the 

club championship from Arnold Pennill.  Full result of the 1947 Withington Wheelers Club 



Championship; 

   50  100  12 Hour  mph 

Harry Lloyd  2.27.12 5.09.22 209.1050yds  19.08 

Arnold Pennill  2.24.10 5.16.11 207.1095yds  19.03 

Lance Tulip  2.27.48 5.26.31 194.1100yds  18.00 

 

ñOur sport is endangered by foolsò.  We really were a time-trialling club back then! 

A warning from the May/June 1947 Journal 

 

 
 

Before we leave 1947 it is worthwhile having a look at this report of ñAn Unofficial Summer 

Tourò.  In August 1947 Eric Moore is joined by Bill Williamson, Stan Heeley and Arnold 

Pennill on a cycling tour ñSomewhere round Somerset Wayò. Eric tells the storyééé 

 
 

1948 

The season kicked off with the annual Club Dinner on 23rd January 1948 again at the 

Southern Hotel on Mauldeth Road West.  Tickets were priced at 8/6d each and a first class 

menu was promised with turkeu as the main course.  A full report follows (from the March 

1948 Journaléé 

ñTurkey and Trifle. Trophies and Ptolemy!!..... 

éa rousing start given to the Clubôs activities for 1948ò 

 


