Chapter 3. From The Ashes

May 1946

Nféthe boys a
back to what we hope will
be a brighter and happier
worl do. So r
postwar Journal (aside)
and then the second
paragrapheée.
fA Club Run!

Our first for many a long
year will be held on
Sunday June"? Meet
White Lion, Withington at
10.30am and proceed to
Mrs Cooper6s
Cottage, Mottram St
Andrews. Very short and
very gentle, drag out that
odirond your s
be seeing yo

The next Journal idune
1946includedthe repot of
the first postwar club run;
fiThe First Run

Not really the first by a
long way, for the club is
now 15 years old but the
first of a new seriegnay it

WITHINGTON WHEELERS ¢

JOURNAL

le make no apologies for.eur belated appearance
but since our last issue things have:altered, the
shooting part of the world upheaval is over, and
the boys are coming back to- what we hope vrlll be
a brigh\,or and happlor world than that we have
known for the past six years,

It is high time that the club was brought back to
full Lvity again and _yo\r ideas any suggestions
for an immediate prog sram will be weloomed.

A club »uni}

st for many a ‘long yocar will be held on

r June 2nd. Meet White Lion, Withington, at
.. and proceed to MMrs. Coppock'!s, Brook
Cottage, liottram St. Andrews. Very shor% and very
gentle, drag out that old iron cf yours and let's
be seeing :'\,'O‘L. -

Racing.

Any momber who feels he would like to do a spot of
spced work should communicate with us immediately,
when entry forms = and good advice = will be
readily availablec.

Affiliations.

All affiliations have been kept alive during the

wer with the exception of the N.C.U. If members
wish to regoin this latter body they can have the
necessary forms on request,

be | ong and
€ é . afinal total of six
lunched together on this
first official club run since
1940.The names of those
who assembled outside the White Lion at 10am™®8dihe were recorded:;

CD Haines, W Hall, AJ Pennill, PAA Jones, R McQueen, G Watson, A Bates, Herbert Burton
and K Perrins. The last three turned up to say hello and goodngamd W Wil iamson

joined the group at Mottram St Andrews for lunch

filt was a momentous occasion in the life of the club for it proved for the doubters and
confirmed for the faithful that the spirit of the Withington has lived throughout the trying

yeas and the old club is stilLIVE !0

The first postwar general meeting convened orf®2Rugust with 14 members attending at
the Wellington Hotel, opposite the Didsbury clock on the corner of Barlow Moor Road and
Wilmslow Road. A hot pot supper was laid and it was decided that the serving officers in
the club should continue until November when the AGM would be called.

Later in the yegron 229 September, there were various members who were once again
feeling the urge to race and in the first past Club 25run by the M&DTTA, entrance fee

6d (sixpence).The photo below was taken at Gawsworth after the fadeere were nine

entries in our first post war venture, five starting and all finish&€te day was not ideal for
speed, as a matter of facinse competitors had harsher words to say on the subject but they
were too dead to even murmer them. The special medal goes to Phil Jones and we can only



say he deserves it but Lance Tulip s
was a very good secomahd should =
do much better next season. Th# f |
result as follows

1. PAA Jones 1.14.14
2 L Tulip 1.15.09
3. AJ Pennill 1.16.07
4, HE Lloyd 1.17.05
5 FS Heeley 1.17.35

The Open Hill Climb resumed in
October 1946 and this covered in
Chapter 8 fAThe Grl
Open Hill Cli mbo

At the end of 1946 a small club Handbool
was produced showing the serving o 8 e
officers of the club (shown aside). WITHEINGTO JFHEE

RJ Austin stood down as Editor of the 5

club Journabnd te vacant seat was take offisars

by Ron McQueen who produced the : i -

Journal for the next three years. lalso A R 78
Vico=-Presideontsa « D, Bain

worthwhile noting that Arnold Pennill wa:s
elected as Secretary of the Manchester
District Committee of the RTTC,
replacing our othe Rnoing Seorobarys f J._
Barlow who now thinks he has put in
years enough at th ‘ o,

118 Heltham Avenue,
Withington, lanchester.

RuMncQueen,
22 nlston Gordens,
mo, lianchoster.
1947 Comnivtecs J. B. Forbes, H. Burton,
o L. Bates.

On 3ftJanuary 1947 mnlon Supper Capbtains E. Martin.
took place at the Southern Hotel in L. Tullp, J. D Smithe
Chorlton, cost 5 shillings. '

[ i 4. J. Pemnill, Ha B. Lloyds
Our PreSIdent Harry W||Son COUld nOt A. J. Ponnill, Ca Da H21NCS.

attend owing to a bereavement and in hi:
absence Ron McQueen presided over a
happy gathering of 50 or so members an
friends which includednembers of the
Cheshire RC, Altrincham Ravens and
Manchester Wheelers.

The visitors were toasted and Stan Wild, President of the Cheshire RC and M&DTTA replied.

Jim Forbes congratulated the Ravens on being the first winners of the Tom Frith Shield

presergd by the late Mr Frith SenioCliff Farebrother replied on behalf of the prizewinners

and received a great ovation on being presented with the trophy by Nan Forbes.

To quote the Journal report by Jim Forbes;

ACl ub Champi on of 1@thelHarry8vilsannCugdiileaeceé Buhp,ther ecei v e
special medal for his ride in the Club 25 and Arnold Pennill his 12 Hour Standard.

With beer flowing freely we were regaled with monlogues by Jim Hartley and JB Smith.

Miss Joyce Annable delighted everyone with ¢glewver dancing act, Jim Forbes served a song

and Mr Harold James had us in tucks of laughter, his versatility becoming especially apparent
when leading the community singing. The evening was voted by all as a grand family re

union which we hope willbecosn a r egul ar feature of the clut
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March1947. TheOpen 25

The last Sunday in March, after a lapse of five years saw the welcome revival of our Open 25.
The event was run as a secanass (middle markers) event and with a limit of 1.08tGaili

received a total of 130 entried s
30

The Open "25". by tho Racing Scc.

The lagt Sumday in March, after a lapsc of five
yoars, sew the wolcome rovival of our Open "25
mile trial. This time it was docided to.run the
event as a gocond-class confined to riders who had
not beaten 1-8-0, but rotaining the novice flavour
by awarding a special prize for those competitors
w{o had not previously beaten ovens.

Our fears that we would not obtain a full card
proved unfounded, & totel of 130 entrics being ro=-
coivod, of these the number who had not beaten
ovens was soventy and we shall have to comsider
whether next ycarts Open sh2ll be pramotod as a
Socamd~-class, Third-class, or purely novices
ovent.

We wore favourocd with decent weather, The morming
was calm with just o trace of rain which gave
promisc of fast times., This was confirmed when
John Smith, the first man off retwrned 1+<11-45, a
four minute improvement on his personal best.
Lance Tulip, our main hope, did not disappoint and
his oxcellent 1-10~50 ¥ms tenth fastest and gained
him the Novice award. Loter wo found that he waos
also third in the handicap, moving up fram fourth
place when it was discovered that onc apparent
wimner, (though no fault.of ours it-should be added
added) had cut out a portion of the course. Our
owvm nembers, mostly the now ones, returned quitec
creditable times and we look forward to some fast
performances whon they have had a little more ox=-
pericnce of the racing game.

usual

the Jour nal told the

All in all we can definitely consider the event
to have been a success. Wo give our very best
thanks' to good friend Arthur Wood who assisted
Mac in mani, ting the tickers and to all membors
vhoco=operated in cnsuring ‘the tricky course was
checked and marshaled,

One feature of the trial which must go on record

is that Lance Tulip was very lucky to finish at 2alle
At tho start his front tyre was not looking too
good and he wes able to effect 2 change a

actually rode on Ken Porrin's front wheel, his owm
tyre blowing out later whilst in Ken's possession.

At tho time of writing the oxact method of sharing
the prize money is still wder dispute.

The leading times and those of our own members
wercs

1. A. Hadfield, Clarion. 19 @8

2. Ni Jenkins, Abbotsford 1 9 45,

3+ G. A. Horn, Manchester Wh. 1 10 9.
Handicaps:

1. J.P.Thomas, Rhos .o S 27

2, F. Sumer, Ravons .o 1 4 30,

3. L. Tulip, Withington 1 4 50.

Qurss

10. Lo Tulip eses 1 10 50.

16, J. B. Smith 1 11 45,

42, A. Welch .. 1 16 10.

63+ R. B. Poole .. 322489,

65. Ho S. Stovens <ececcecceee. 1 24 44,

Aiide Bé

By April 1947 the club was beginning to return to normal and the 1947 Easter Tour was a
great success. Stan Heeley, Lance Tulip, Eric Moore, Arnold Peeailled dfto Bala

BASTFR TOUR. by the Treasurer.

Easter Tour this year was notable for the many
unprecedented occurrences, among them being,

foul weather, small number of participants,
following wind both to and fram our éentre and
the colossal amount of Cider sank by our Racing
Secretary.

Shortly after 9 a.m. on Good Friday morning in
bright sunshinoc the tour commenced, present being
Arnold, Lance and the Whiskered one. The strong
North-East wind blew us out of Manchester,
through Lymm and Frodsham to Chester for an carly
Lunch, A stroll on the river bank helped with
digestion and then on to Wrexham. At Ruebon we
regained the river Doo and said good=bye to the
coal-fields, the_roed becaming more h.ﬁly with
every mile. At Corwen, feeling in need of a
refresher after the long climb from Llangollen
we obtained tea at a "Most Peculiar Dive" and
wasted no time in pedalling on via the side road

to Bala. Along this rocd we hed our first
glimpse of the lake then into the town to re=
ceive a noble welcome from the motherly person
of Mrs. Lucas, After supper, a stroll by the
lake, cider-sinking and crossword puzzles.

Saturday morning - an overcast sky and thin
drizzle not deterring us, we started the hard
climb over the mountains (up Frydan Rooooad look
you). The wet became wetter, a strong wind
strongor, the ridc bocaming a battle with no
quarter given cnd meny o poor bike rider was
passed oxpiring by the wayside. At last tho
sumit, but with little rospite for we had to
pedal down the other side and it was very wet
tourists who stopped ot Ffestiniog for lunch.

Our restart borely a quarter milc when 2 hefty
gust of wind blew lance's cape to shreds and
after using e hundreds of sn%‘otypins we docideld
to give tho weather Lest and retum to Pela,

A spot of fun being had by all whon the
Treasurer's back whool locked on the dosoent
of the mountain to Bala = most unfortunatoly he
lived., A%t the digs we werc awaited by Eric
licore who having arrived by troin was dry, clean
and comfortablo. Mrs. Lucas's supper howover
woralmd wonders and so to morc eidor and cross=~
words.

Althaugh Sunday morning was dry, our cycling
activity was nil, the morning being devoted to
repairs by two of our party. The other two in-
dulgod = yes, that's right - in crossword
puzzles.

Sunday lunch, what a food in thesc rationed days

* and we had to - aid digostion somehow, so oub

ocame the bicycles and moanderod along the Lake-
side ‘Dotwoen photographing waterfalls and IRY-
ing "tick" we took three hours to reach Dolgelly,
so we tea)d there. Tho southwest wind got to
work again and the eighteen miles back wero
ridden inside the hour, Sunday evening = as
before but NO cider.

Monda monz:l.gg we wluctantly said good to
Hrs. Laces-and our follow gucets end o for
home., A blind to Llangollen where we took more
ghotogmﬁ.hs (and drank more Cider) and Wrexham
or lunc Here we changed direction and cone
tinued via Holt and Nantwich. The going was

. fast and the boys got down to it, the only

sounds to be heard being from the Treasurer as he
%ook o parcel and the ghoulish chuckles of the
other tﬁrec as they handed the parcel out.
Dodging around Nentwich we reached Church Minshull
for toa, having unfortunately lost Eric in the
blind. Home then at a somewhat casier pace = so
onded the 1947 Easter Tour, May there be many

morec.
F. 8. H

On the racing frontitere were five club events on the Withioig Wheelers calendar in 1947;
oneClub 25 and two Club 50s, these were run in conjunction with the Combined Clubs
M&DTTA events. The Club 100 was run along with the CheshireaRLthe Club 12 Hour

was included with the association open.

See below for the Journal reports on the Club 25, 50 and 100. The early season Club 25 had
thirteen entries on 20April 1947, fastest was JB Smith in a time of 1.12.16 and he also won



first handicap. Arnold Pennill recorded fastest in the 50 with a time of 2.28.41 and Harry
Lloyd was best of four Withys with a time of 5.19.10 in the 100.

Club "50" There wore oight cntrios for the 50 Club "100"

mile handicap, Yebber being & nmestarter and Heeley y s AR

bedng cut beforo 22 milos. Woloh took an early load 51X onbored for tho 007 and four finishod,
and at 23 miles was & mimito up on Smith with Pormill wvas loading at 77 milos but soon aftor
Pennill a further minuboe down, a fow miles afbor sollaobod o cwﬂc of punstures whish pat him
this point Hall gave up, 3y 30 milos the loader was :?gh{::fftir}ﬁsh’mwnm - Eusz,ﬁt"mglgﬁ’ :adh;vg 333“ s
:}é_ﬁg; j’;‘,‘;}fu}}‘lﬂ),‘.‘,‘ﬁ Pound1l boing It om. sk zood race and although below pro=wer form Kis
another 2 1 i rocent improvements are distinetly crecuraging.

cmeiderably and was

him with tho Troasu
and the handicappers will romebor,

Tulip lost g littlo time with mochanical trouble

The rosult wass The fin nd Smith ¢ .
rools vhilst Pomdll jusb raised tho final gallop  Fiilsh Smithis carly display of spood told tho
0 gent Walch wio, howaver, took the handicap, A R bl
good vuce,
. HEe .19.10. ;
1. AJ-Ponndll 2.26.41 2nd handicap, bl T TR S A e
.2+ {.Welch 2.28.57 1st 3. AJ.Pormill 5 30.40. 3 =%
3. J.B.Smith 2.33.16 1 3 nlanath 53220
4, loTuit 2.33.33 g0 R QeI
- 5. H.E.Lloyd 2.40.18

Five members entered The Club 12 Hour which was run within the M&DTTA event. The
Journal r esyfferedwurdo thi@ €nld.rTleegewo othéak by the wayside, Stan Heeley
and Harry Lloyd. Arnold Pennill was our hero for he plodded on for 207mile and 4 furlongs,
seventh in the race. Lance Tulip managed 194 and 5 furidmgshould do bettérwhilst

Eric Moore contented himself with 183 and 3 furlongs, not too bad an effort for a very first
attempt at riding against the watch. He also would have done better but for making sure he
was getting his monies wor#t the feeding station. The club musteredtrength at

Middlewich where we did the checking and seventeen sat down talunch

The second Club 50 saw Lance Tulip improve to 2.27.48 and was fastest on the day. Arnold
Pennill struck an unlucky patch after a trouble free season, he arrived lsestrt and then
added a couple of punctures, one in each wheel and finished in 2.40.19. Harry Lloyd
recorded 2.31.10, W Cavanagh 2.39.19 *first handicap) and HN May 2.52.25.

In Septembet he ¢l ub decided to hol d nan ootnh eoru rCIloubn O
Headquarters was Mrs Bates, Goostréyance was really beginning to get into his stride and

was fastest on the day with a time of 1.11.02. Arnold Pennill 11 seconds behind in 1.11.13.

W Cavanagh 1.14.30, HN May 1.14.49, Eric Moore 1.15&h Perrins 1.18.22 and

Haydn Stevens 1.20.15 (photo below)

(LUB “25" SEPT. (947 BAMESS GOOSTREY .

Harry Lloyd entered the Manchester Wheelers 12 Hour and recorded 20%onsitegch the
club championship from Arnold Pennill. Full result of the 194ithington Wheelers Club



Championsip;

50 100 12 Hour mph
Harry Lloyd 2.27.12 5.09.22 209.1050yds 19.08
Arnold Pennill 2.24.10 5.16.11 207.1095yds 19.03
Lance Tulip 2.27.48 5.26.31 194.1100yds 18.00

AOQur sport i s eWdreallygesea enwtridiligg cliboback e .
A warning from the May/June 1947 Journal

Before we leave 1947 it is worthwhile having a lookhat report offi A bnofficial Summer
T o u dndAugust 1947 Eric Moore is joined by Bill Williamson, Stan Heeley and Arnold
Penni | | on Sao neceywehleirneg rtoouwunrd ASomer set Wayo. Er i

1948
The season kicked off with the annual Club Dinner df ZBuary 1948 again at the

Southern Hotel on Mauldeth Road West. Tickets were priced at 8/6d each and a first class
menu was promisedith turkeu as the main course. A full report follows (from the March
1948 Journal éé

ATurkey and Trifle. Trophie
€éa rousing start given to t

and Ptol emy!!
I

S n
he Clubbés activit



